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The adults are found about decaying vegetation, animal and
faecal matter, and also fruit. The larvae live on such material,
but some are parasitic in snails and in insects ; they have also
been known to cause myiasis in man and other animals.
According to Kelly (1914) six species of Sarcophaga are
parasitic on grasshoppers, 8. carnaria, the common form in
this country, being the only one of the genus which is not
parasitic. This authority gives an account of S. Tcellyi, in
which he says that it attacks grasshoppers, knocking them
down whilst in flight, and managing to deposit on the wings
or abdomen of the locustid one or more larvae in this short
space of time. The larvae enter the body of the grasshopper
at the base of the wing or between the segments of the abdomen.
They take ten to thirty days to mature, and they then leave
the host to pupate two to six inches deep in the soil. Their
sight does not appear to be very acute, for they larviposit
indiscriminately on any insect, and even on balls of paper
thrown into the air. They may also larviposit on the nymphs
of grasshoppers, as these sit on blades of grass during the
hardening of the chitin.
There are five or six generations a year.
They are themselves parasitized by several Chalcids.
TACHINIDJE.
Arista bare and three-jointed ; first posterior cell narrowed
or closed ; macrochaetae on the basal portion of the abdomen.
This is a very large family of bristly flies, usually found
about flowers on which they feed. So far as is known, the
larvae are all parasitic on other insects, chiefly Lepidoptera
and Hymenoptera. Fabre gives a charming account of the
relations between a species of Miltogramma, and Bembex, a
fossorial wasp.
In the aggregate, the Tachinidce must exert a very powerful
check on insects in general, and so help to keep them within
reasonable limits. Several are important in being checks on
economic pests.
The following few examples are interesting as showing the wide
range of method adopted by the Tachinidae. Thus they may be
oviparous or larviparous, and may lay eggs or young maggots on